Zambia For an ISL Teacher

THE COUNTRY

Zambia is a huge country with relatively few people living in it. 50% of the population live in the major conurbations
of Lusaka, Livingstone or the Copperbelt towns of Ndola or Kitwe. It is a land of medium-high plateau (1200m) criss-
crossed by hot river valleys teeming with big game. and spectacular waterfalls. Zambia has 40% of southern africa's
water resources and 90% of the world's hippo population! English is the lingua franca although more than 72
languages are spoken countrywide. Of these the most widely recognised are Bemba and Nyanja. Copper is easily
the country's most important natural resource and the world copper price has a direct implication on the country's
economy. Agriculture is important and travel any distance outside Lusaka and you will encounter fields of wheat,
beef cattle, coffee and cut-flowers. Zambia's steak is world-renowned and a bunch of roses costs less than $2. For
teachers the real draws in Zambia are its splendid tourist attractions. Its wonderful waterfalls, spearheaded by
Victoria Falls in Livingstone, and magnificent game parks provide opportunity for exciting weekends away.

The Kafue River

LUSAKA

Lusaka is a safe, laid-back and attractive city. The incongrous blend of tree lined boulevards and increasing traffic
congestion give an indication of how its colonial past is adjusting to the realities of a growing capital. Good
natured hawkers vye with huge South African based department stores to attract the not inconsiderable spending
power of the Lusaka public. Weekend activities revolve around the two major shopping malls of Manda Hill and
Arcades. Nightlife is available with a variety of bars, live-music venues and a casino. A five screen cinema shows the
latest hollywood blockbusters and international cuisine is reasonably represented.

CLIMATE

The weather in this part of the world is terrific. That said,
Zambia definitely has seasons. When teachers arrive in
August they will see a drying, yellowing environment with
trees having shed leaves. Cool temperatures rapidly give
way to hotter, drier evenings by early October. The relief
of rain can be expected at the end of October and the
wet weather continues until mid March. Vegetation and
wildlife receive a new lease of life and clear sunny skies
are pleasantly accompanied by cool breezes. From May to
July temperatures steadily fall as the warmlng effect of the g
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General elections have recently been peaceful affairs. President Edgar Lungu of the Patriotic Front party
was elected for a 5 year term in August 2016.
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